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ABSTRACT 

Over the last two decodes, there has been a growing 
body of research evidence suggesting important benefits to be gained 
by elementary-age schoolchildren when their parents provide support, 
encouragement, and direct instruction in the home and school end 
maintain good communication with the school and related 
organizations. Involvement is often a new concept to 
limited-English-proficient (LEP) parents, sometimes interpreted as 
interference, and may be limited by language proficiency. However, 
parent-school collaboration at home can be encouraged, and bilingual 
community liaisons may help bridge cultural and language differences 
between school and homo. Such a program was conducted by the 
Trinity-Arlington Teacher and Parent Training for School Success 
Project, using home lessons from the Vocationally-Oriented Bilingual 
Curriculum (VOBC). Research in both English-proficient and LEP 
populations shows that parent involvement at home can be highly 
successful in improving parent knowledge to assist children in 
improving their attandance and behavior, as well as achievement 
levels. Development of parant involvamont programs should begin with 
the training of school personnel in establishing home-school 
collaboration with LEP parents', the effort should also include a 
member of the parents' language community who can serve as the 
bilingual community liaison. (MSB) 
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Over \te last two d« tf**t ha* a gmwum tody of 
fmscfe evideac* *tt§fs*$tift§ a^*mtft^^fe^f»yi^ 
be gained by rtemenuty age mimkMtemi ~hm their pmm 
provide wppwu «x<vfift*mta tod dim* tostrurtioo to the 
home, as well as maintain food communkaiioni* with the 
*choal« activities which tit )oown at >*ratf involveme^ 
Such I »r4ings Nave led researchers snd school | > ci mmn sl to apply 
parent involvement techni*|u*i at Hgh«r grade leveli and with 
Umiwd Cnf liih iwfkj^i and nun BniUihiwfkl«fii (UIP/ 
NBP) studmts m well» The resula to dste have 

CnCOUrSgiflg}. 



What Actlvittei 
Involvement? 



Canttltute Parent 



lit general* psrau* msy became tov^ved by: 

• providing i home environment thai supports children's 
Icdtmtnjt ncodi; 

• volunteering to provide assistance In the school as teach&V 
aides, socretariee, or in other rota; 

• becoming activists and decbtun-makm in organltations 
such as tho local PTA/PTO, or community advocacy group* 
that adviwtouladmlbc^iandtch^diKrkta; 

a sueniing *chool«pomortd activities; 

• m ai n tai n ing open channels of co m munication with the 
icachcrti) and continually monitoring children's progress to 

• tutoring the children at home, using specific learning 
activate designed by the teacher to rvtafora work being done to 

While most of the activities titled above are undertaken on 
the initiative of parents, the last activity~parent*es.tutor 
invtf vcmcot-ls* or should be, initialed by the teacher. Schools 
with newly-ejtabUshed P*re«* invoivancttt profnms havt noted 
thai psjtms are willing to become involved, btn {hat tLiy do «rt 
know how to help their children with academic tatks at home, 
and in general, are feerfol of dotag more hann dun good. To 
counteract this, the teacher must maintain contact with the 
parents, giving specific assi s t a n ce with materials and tutoring 
techniques that will successfully reinforce tho work being dooe 
in ecbool (StafcMM* Epstein, 19*Ja). 

Parent Involvement hi the education of Ugh e c b ooi students, 
on the other band, requires that the patent become co learner, 
faclllt* >r and collaborator, a mesne of support as the Ugh 
sc hool -ago ssn den t develops Ind ep end en c e and explores fetsre 



What Are $$m* Speeial Atpeets 
IMPiNSP Patent Incitement? 

Por the growing mm\en of limited* or oof>*Eagl 
pfofkimt pareoti, pare*4 involvement of any kind in 
school process l§ a new cultural concept, Moh»o 
attempts by teachers and echos! offfciiU to tavetwauthpai 
m the «dtK*ikm of their chW/tn is very often tourprttoi 
call for interference* The everwfeetatag majority of L£P/I 
parenu believe that the school has not only the queiificaii 
but the reaponstWUy to educate their child**, and (hat 
amount of parent "interference* ts certain to 
counterproductive. The most impormt task, then, in invol 
L&PfS BP parents in *eir thUdretfa education is to accultu 
them to the meaning of parent in v olv e m e nt to their new m 



While mo« LBP^EP parenu do net have the Gng 
language proficiency to cngsge in many of the typical pi 
in vol v eme nt activities, they may be very sucoessfeUy invo 
in parau-achoot coUaboratioo at home* Itieee parents cat 
taught to reinforce educational concepts in the native langt 
andAx English* Additionally, bilingual oommaHy liaii 
should be available to bridge language and cutairal diffcra 
between home and school An edde& advantage, of earn, Is 
LEP/NEP pereou improve their own general knowia 
language end survival »MUs as a rveult of their panidpHo 
cheprofram* 

What Evidence It There to Support T 
Need for Parent Involvement? 

Epstein (IftSb) has concluded, *the evidence is clca; 
parmul eooouretement, actMtke end fanereet at home, 
parental participation in schools and classrooms posith 
influence echkvemcot, even after the students* ability anJf« 
socloeoooomk sums are taken too acconnt* Moreover, d 
may be evidence to snpport the oonetestoo that the nvNt w 
variety of parent in vo lv mcot is the contact tbet pmots h 
with their childreo to (he home ufeon each contact is use* 
encourage and aid ecbool achievement Significant Codfa^s f 
aeveral parent luvolveuieut prograne sboer (hac 

m Parent hrv^tvemem to acedeo^ activittoa with childra 
home consistently end aljrifkently improvee part 
knowiodgeendexpet^fal^^the^ as wet 

their ability to effectively evaluate teacher* merits (Bene 

ins* 
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parens*! wraYHSRm ii raw wra fSmreni s&@8l 
toil pattilvt eff**a un ivdti Mnga a§ ik**** 
clawroam tahivter, *h4 pam* tenth* kJ*&*ii (Otfkm, \97fi 
Kteh ttJt im Camer, IMttfc 

eftttdentlwtoeftEptrtof piH^ w^v h t ^ m prop aire ***** 
h*|l«*rei*^ ItewMtn 
*^71#*fll(i9ltt) found 

(Hreoi^ en* total* p*m** ebo# dreading, h»d 

nartadly higher wading gains ifean tH\*m m h#vt 
ilui^Ptml^ M<*r#ver< small jpmpu^^ 
Khacddaytyhig&yca^p^ 

c^wpwtfete 19 thnse obtained in p*ra*al i nvn lvewi M prepemt: 
ftaatfes ©f * kmgtoimi m&y nf 300 J*d and ^ redt 
m M\mm Oiy ***** that fmm fail tn spring, mtfenu ***** 
uathtre *«* feeder* ta the **§ of pwtnt favofctment ro#4e 
p**m gain* in reading echitv«m«* than did tfedent* *hw* 
teacher* were m m^^(mm^m$tmtfmmm^»mm4 
(RfMtm, |*Mb), 

D§ Thai miingi Apply IP IBNNBr 
StudfAti? 

In ihe study conducted by Iteuiww and TiimJ mwwbned 
efcm, several of participating psrans nan SngUtb* 

ptrcnu from (^startling w^ 
sbawrtngmart^irop^ 

A mm ihttim*rt#Tt^*Ajfa&m Teacher 

end Parent Traiotaf for School S««it Ptopct, bastWn 
the tpoM c o m p r ehen sive findings to dele conronirg para* 
i«v©)«!Mfli end UmitedEngUih proficiency, This project, the 
rmfc^ acoUaboratfenbete^TH^ 
DC and the Arlington* VA Pubfte School** wy losigned to 
facilitate the atquisUkm of English language skills by high 
school LEP Mttdcou ftiara four language backgrounds (Khmer, 
Uo # Span?ah and Vifffium) throagh the dmiopimi of 

tuft The roio of the pwot-esonor m nrumti tod fariUtaiad 
by c o mm a n i t y liaisons proficient In the &stfv* language of the 
Parents were ihown bow 10 coUtbora^ to be 

of q»citJtj-d«*l#wd bcxrm Imom l>om tbt Vouaoml)/* 
Orimed BUkifiul Dmi^btm (VOBC)« « wyptemcot to the 

Efl^hh pfoftcitfKy were i dmbi l tl wod to f hft itwdwitti 
AddiUofuUy, both pvtfiti nd tmdeou w admitdstcrod • 
eo nwfm top to pnrw wmheho oi cunrti cnowHsOft ( tmca as a 
mull of tha VOBC taformatkiQ Mchm^od betwem pmxt and 
ftfedactt. Tbc study abowad poaitiv^y tht tba VOBC home 
town rtlnforoad ESL cowxpu and Unru«a ttotti ta«(ht to 
f^idectti during r^alv BSL claavoom inanctiotv S^niflcam 
§aim wm alio recorded to u» Eolith ia^g«a|e wvival 
iUtla of the ptt w ti U j cod, at a rsattfc of their cottebo atkn on 

vroat dftal abort fib fa America and ahoM fha Amerfeao Kbool 
ajnacnt 

in many ucjvricr n ot*a cn oMak panaoo worm iwo or una 
^^^Mt and aveyQ oftso not avaOabbt to a^ortc wfih thefar tsbt^Jrwt Od 
4ia VOBC home leaaooa* Ltktwlie, many emdeote Dtft 

in i ■ i i n mum f ■ if » - »^ ^# > * - ■ * - - a JtUk 

«C3 D^ft n Dn alaMB^WK^ C9BHIBB D| DO ^B^^B Did OD 

htv the ttuaary of pt«al \xr*knumL> Soch < 
an other v ery layottat fiodfag: fa 
af^rw not avafl^hSa to apotk arfctb tboir chDdrvo^ loacractioo a^ith 
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f^#4j«y tl^i^i the V9S6 )mm temm i 
&thri4*4 the aawe f^livt tf^^r^mff^ #i ^ten p« 
paiwipai«i, jf^sW* evil««ei that hm* mmm tm\ 
&m mm pmmm if ^^h^fimil/*^^tet#m4^ 

#/4m» C#» ,Vr*nn/ Mttritn /nfffuft 

Tp dtvfipp a paffm si on**, c^Ulwaiw w €4i ^ 
pfi^ra^ the <^}#$**#ufti ^f #U whewl pemtf**) U 
K^|^)ar cl*w¥w t**ctor« 4 t«ach€ff 4 c^m^im, 
#*tiiw^im% **^W tramMm m^wt^dmlr|il 
tofm and mhm* t**\*!mmm *vh iMfttW $mm and 

mvialve thf*n m th* ^waiian «rf iH^^^m An***? 
c^mpa^nt of the pti«nt involvfumm effw it ih* bUw 
cgftttramtiy Hai^ » HI#My f t*f#k\$A mmkm of the pai 
t*n*u*^ r^mmMnlfy »te U »wm^dift»W* i^mM tern 

Infe^iiafi mi die VQtKS, Te*€W# 0«ile m *e VOf! 
trimlng vU^tipe \s mff\mm die VOBC en! other mat* 
draped by tte Tnniry >Mm$w*\ Project miy be oNain« 
^Tiiinn the National d^arinihm»ie for BOingiul Bdwca 

u wi o^rt u Av«m, mo wmi* mwnm 
Rtftrtnttt 

Httwxu* WJ. (1^16), fiVif fanw^ti; m 9*$W1 tm tttmm 
*4mtmm in Amttk* Washington, OC? Drpartme? 
Kdu^Mm 

Cft«pft 4 0,1 (comp), (191 front i*wt**jn#fti tn 
#Wtef##i^n «f m%&firy te*y;m& tWitt* A nwm 
hmt to& l u KmMyn* VA; Naiinna) C^aitngbouMi 
BftngwJ Bdocatkew (EfUC Dement lUprodaoion $n 
No>EO26l$40) 

Comer, J,P, (I MO), &h**f f«w, New Ywk, NY: 

Ppatein, J» f , (IW6) Para* involvement? taplkattat* 
limiiM HniUA prrf^cttf pvtntt, In C Simkh £>u4 
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DCj Trfelty Cotter 
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OiUtunultht (1977), The 4f#ct» pffmt*i favet*m*m 
itndenr ^^Mmmenr in tW* Mkkif** futfprm 
contracting pwgmms> Paper prcseniad at tht Ami 
Bd oc e tfartil Raaoerch Aatoctotfan Awaal Moating' 

Hewiaon, J. and 1. TUard. (IW) ftrawtsl favohwoa 
reading attainment BritUh /o*r*«f a/ Etmc+tU 
r*ycJhoh&tS0): m z\% 
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